
  
March 13, 2020                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 

We continue to monitor developments with the novel coronavirus, COVID – 19, and you should have 

received Bishop Russell’s latest letter on this subject yesterday.  Copies of this letter will be available in 

the narthex, as well. 

   

We ask that you avoid intinction (dipping the wafer into the chalice) and shaking hands for the time 

being.  Should you feel ill, please stay home.  There are antibacterial/antiviral soap in all our restrooms 

and hand sanitizer in the narthex and Parish Hall.  Please use them.  Also, chalice bearers and I use hand 

sanitizer before we serve communion.  You will notice a few more small changes when you come to 

church on Sunday.  If you are working in the kitchen, please take every precaution when preparing food 

and drink; using gloves would be a good idea.   If you have questions, please let me know. 

 

If the bishop’s guidance and/or information from medical and public health officials change, we will alter 

how we do things at St. Mary’s.  One good resource for information regarding this virus and how to 

protect yourself and your family is coronavirus.gov.   

I will not be visiting the hospital or nursing home except in an extraordinary circumstance.  Health care 

facilities and the people who work there have many stresses right now, and I want to honor the hard work 

they are doing to keep their patients safe.  That being said, if you or a member of your family need me, 

please call. 

This is not to create undue panic but rather to show care and concern for one another.  There is no need to 

be afraid but rather there is need to be cautious.  There is much we do not know about this new virus, but 

it does appear to be highly contagious.  There is no vaccine to protect people from its effects and no 

immunity in the population since it is indeed new and novel.   Those among us who have underlying 

medical conditions and/or who are age 60 and over are especially at risk. 

Please pray for those who have already been affected by this new virus and for our scientists and medical 

personnel as they seek to learn more and help protect us.  The following prayer, offered by The Reverend 

Sam Wells at London’s St. Martin in the Fields Church, is especially appropriate at this time. 

 

God of healing and hope, in Jesus you meet us in our places of pain and fear.  Look with mercy on 

those who have contracted the new virus, on any who are vulnerable, and on all who feel in danger.  

Through this time of global concern, by your Holy Spirit bring out the best not the worst in us.  Make 

us more aware of our interdependence in each other,                                                                                              

and of the strength that comes from being one body in you.                                                                                 

Through Christ, our wounded healer.  AMEN. 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Cindy+ 
 

PS Thanks to Margo Russell and Michelle Bende for the delicious “St. Patrick’s Day” supper at St. 

Mary’s on Wednesday night. 

 



Announcements 

 

Book Group                                                                                                                                                         

In March, the St. Mary's Book Group will read Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout.  We will meet to 

discuss it at 2:00 pm on Thursday, April 2nd, in the St Mary's Library. All are welcome to join us. 

Calendar                                                                                                                                                  

Sunday, March 15:  Holy Eucharist, with fellowship following, 9:15 am                                                                                                                                          

Tuesday, March 17:  Cursillo Reunion, 8:00 am, Cenergy, Highway 29 North                

Tuesday, March 17:        Choir Rehearsal. 5:30 pm, Nave                                                                                     

Tuesday, March 17:  AA, 7:00 pm, Parish Hall                                                                   

Wednesday, March 18:            Pack Items for Rice and Beans Ministry, 2:00 pm                                     

Wednesday, March 18:         Holy Eucharist and Dinner, 5:30 pm                                                      

Thursday, March 19:     AA, 7:00 pm, Parish Hall         

Birthdays                                                                                                                                                                               

March 15:   Candy Kyle                                                                                                           

March 16:     Ella Ward                                                                                                      

March 18:            Breanna Cooper                                                                                                

March 19:           Martha Terry                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Readings for Lent 3 (March 15, 2020)                                                                                                          

Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 

http://lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent3_RCL.html 
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